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OBSERVATIONS 
| on TRE ” 
irie 
. WITH THE | 
SKETCH of a PLAN 

FOR THE 


REFORM oy I'T, 


HO E VE R 5 turned his 

thoughts towards the defence 
of this country, muſt be ſenſible that a 
well conſtituted National Militia is a 
very ſolid advantage to Government; 
becauſe it is an active force at all times 
prepared for the moment of emergency, 
and has a ſuperiority in its compoſition 
over every other ſpecies of army to be 
raiſed from men who voluntarily enliſt 
themſelves: : and yet, there are perſons, 

who, 


who, though warm advocates for  milty 
tia, have two capital objections to it in 
its preſent form-;--namely, the. great de- 
triment it is of to the recruiting ſervice 
of the Army, in time of war; and the 
enormous expence to Government, 1 
time of peace: It is to be hoped 3 
the ſelect Committee of Militia Officers 
will find a remedy for the former ob- 
jection; but there appears not to be the 
leaſt probability that the latter. will be 
removed; for though the moſt rigid 


frugality has taken place in both the 


army and navy <ſtabliſhments, and 
ought alſo to prevail in every other de- 
partment of the ſtate; yet we find the 
Reſolutions of the Lords Lieutenants, 
Colonels of Militia, Sc. &c. of the 19th 
of March, announce the neceſſity of an 
annual exerciſing meeting of the whole 
militia; this meeting, excluſive of the 
loſs of thirty thouſand men's labor for 


Fronty-cight days, coſts government 3 
very 


5 


very conſiderable ſum, of money with 
out any proportionate good reſulting, 
from it to the public in return.” 

But not to interfere any further. 
with the opinions of others, I ſhall en- 
deavour curſorily to point. out. ſome of 
the defects in the preſent conſtitution of 
the mulitia, ſo far as they come within 
the compaſs of my knowledge .and abi- 
lity; and ſhall alſo propoſe the outlines 
of a ſyſtem, which would eaſe govern- 
ment of a great part of the annual ex- 
pence in time of peace; aſſiſt, rather 
than diſtreſs, the recruiting of the army 
m time of war; and would be as eſſen- | 
tially uſeful for the ſervice of the ſtate, 
as under the preſent regulations. 


The number of e ne allotted 
to each county, is in no proportion to 
the population; yet as it would be at- 
tended with ſome difficulty to aſcertain 

that 
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that point with any degree of preciſion; I 


would recommend the preſent eſtabliſn- 
ment of private men, and the ſame 
mode of balloting to be continued, but 


the time of ſervice to be e 


Three years ſervice is of ſo ſhort 4 
duration, particularly when the militia 
is embodied, that the inceſſant fluctua- 
tion of men is productive of great in- 
convenience and labor to all parties 
concernedin it. Every one who is con- 


verſant with the military profeſſion, 


knows, that it requires a confiderable 
time and great attention, to inſtruct and 
give a man the habits of a ſoldier, and 
when they are once acquired, he is of 
ineſtimable value; but though the new 
militia ſhould be trained and brought to 
a certain degree of perfection during the 
two firſt years ſervice; yet, at the expira- 
tion of that period, they become reſtleſs, 
like the flocks of ſheep in Spain before 

they 


1 


they ſet out on their vernal or autumnal 
migration, and are impatient of control; 

whilſt the officers are under the neceſſity 
of ſacrificing diſcipline, with a view, at 
the next ballot, to re-1nliſt the ſubſti- 
tutes to which h they have taken a fancy. 


If it were practicable, the ſmaller 
bodies of militia, as in Rutlandſhire, 
Wales, &c. ſhould be affociated to form 
larger battalions, which ſhould, not con- 
ſiſt of leſs than four hundred men; 3 at 
preſent, thoſe ſmall corps have a ſtaff, 
battalion clerk, &c. &c. which renders 
their ſervice inadequate to their expence: 
When they were laſt embodied, as they 
could not act in line, the Commander 
in Chief attached them to the artillery; 
becauſe, I ſuppoſe, he did not know 
—_ at to h ith hae, 333 
1 wats once intended to 1 the 
whole quilitia of the kingdom into five 


(- 4053: 1 


tages; and to have had them bolloted 
in the ſame manner that I have adopt- 
ed for the different battalions ; but this 
diviſion might have been inconvenient, as 
it would have impoſed too permanent a 
weight 38885 as populous counties. 


I ſuppoſe the campaign to be at an end 


and numbered , 25 35 + 346 


8 % 


The diſtrict No. 1, ſhould 83 its 


|. December 1ſt, 1785, to November oth, 
f - 17863 and at the expiration of that 
period, another ballot to be made for 
; five years, and then the ballot-to con- 
tinue regularly every fifth year. 


Th. 


8 . ² A Reo 


different diſtricts, which would have 


been attended with ſome peculiar advan- 


BY | on the zoth of November. 
i The 0 men of every battalion 
i of militia to be divided into five diſtricts, 


militia-men to ſerve for one year, from 


1 
The diſtrict No. 2, ſhould ballot its 
militia men to ſerve for two years, from 
December iſt, 1785; to November zoth, 
1787; and at the expiration of that 
period, another ballot to be made for 
-five years, and then the ballot to con- 
| tinge regularly Wy fifth year. 


The diltrict No. 3, mould ballot its 
militia men to ſerve for three years, 
from December 1ſt, 1785, to November 
zoth, 1788; and at the expiration of 
that period, another ballot to be made 


for five years, and then the ballot to 
CE continue e 7 fifth Year, ; 


The diltrig, No. Fs Bee ballot its 

X ; mail men to ſerve for four years, 
from December 1ſt, 178. ;, to Novem- 
ber 3oth, 1789; ; and at the expiration 
of that periqd, another. ballot to be 
made for five years, and then the bal- 
0 5 „„ 


1 


( 12. "Wy 


lot to continue regularly every fifth 
| year. | 


| The diſtrict No. 5, Gould ballet its 
militia- men to ſerve for five years, from 
December iſt, 1585, to November zoth, 
1790; and then the ballot to continue 
a g every fifth e 
The vacancies to be. filled up as afval, 
"and the numbers to be pu Coiniplots., | 
By this arrangement, = minds regi - 
ment is rendered a more permanent body 5 
as the time of only one-fifth of the men 
expires annually ; which gives to a bat- 
talion of four hundred men, when em- 
bodied, eighty recruits, who would be 
| readily. trained, when they came to- be 
| Incorporated. with the more experienced 
militia-men of the regiment, accuſtom- 
ed to four years ſervice. 


Jam 
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12 am not 1 converſant with | 
the minutiæ of the militia, to be 
aware of the objections that miglit 
be made to this diviſion of each batta- 
Hons but I ſee no. reaſon againſt a tif 


SS a # % 4 + 


leſs than any of the others, yet the pro- 
portion ſhould be made as correctiy as 
w r 25 

"Daring the late war, many regiments 
101 militia, I believe I may venture to ſay 
all of them, received ſubſtitutes from 
every quarter of the kingdom, and the 
city of Weſtminſter furniſhed militia- 
men for the battalions of the moſt diſt- 
ant counties; from this mode of pro- 
ceeding, and the price given for ſubſti- 
tutes, no man, who had the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of reflection, would enliſt into the 
ary, whilſt he could get ſuch advan- 


tageous 
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tageous terms for ſerving three years in 


the militia ; 5 thus this virtuous national 


defence, by the perverſion of its infti- 


tution, became a bad army, and de- 


prived the regulars of ſuch recruits-as 


would have naturally enliſted with them 
from the- redundancy. of men in the | 


7111 4 7 14 8 2 
more populous counties. 3 


7 is 
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I future, no ſubſtitute ſhould 0 be 40 


mitted into the militia, Who is not an 


inhabitant of the county, and who has 
not reſided in it for three years, immedi- 
ately before the time he is enrolled; a 
| ſevere penalty upon information? to be 
inflicted on thoſe who take any ſub- 
ſtitute, and alſo upon the ſubſtitute that 
does not come within this deſeription: 
This reſtriction may diſtreſs ſome few 
individuals, but f 7 evil __ yield 
_ to. e good. 


When 


— — je# 


** 


201 


| . 4, 
When | it has. become an object of go- 
vernment to lower the military eſtabliſh- 


ment in ſuch a manner as to diſtreſs the 
ſervice of, the infantry,” it is very ex- 
traordinary that no one has turned his 
thoughts towards the eſtabliſhment of 
the militia, which bas continued invari- 


ably the ſame in peace as. in war: A 


company of infantry is now reduc- 
ed in its non · commiſſioned officers, 
to two ſerjeants, and one drum- 
mer; whilſt to a company of militia, 
in a battalion of five hundred and fixty 
men, there are three ſerjeants and two 

_ drummers, who have only olle months | 
ſervice in the year, and for which they 

| haye, an 1 N annual pay and det s 


N 


5 There can be no reaſon Whatever for 

keeping up ſuch, a number of drones, 
except it be to give the Colonels of mi- 
litia the patronage of ſo many finiecure 
employments. 


A bat- 


00 16 £3 


A battalion of militia of five hundred 
: and ſixty men, divided into nine com- 
panies, conſiſts of twenty: ſeren ſer- 
jeants and eighteen drummers : In time 
of peace, the ſerjeants and drummers to 
be reduced to one ſerjeant for every fifty 


men, and one drummer for every hun- 


dred men; one man from every fifty to 
be taken from amongſt the private, and 
appointed. a corporal, and from this 
. claſs of con- commiſſioned offices, the 
ſerjeants are to be made on. vacancies; 
beſides the utility of this appointment, 
8 would be a ſpur to induſtry, and raiſe 
. of emulation in the corps; thus 
the eſtabliſhment of non-commiſſioned 
officers in this battalion of five hundred 
and ſixty men, would conſiſt of eleven 
ſerjeants, eleven corporals, and five drum- 
mers, a number amply ſufficient, when 
the militia is diſembodied, for the ſervice 
that would be required from them. | 


„„ Thoſe 


»%- 


(17 ) 


- Thoſe non - commiſſioned » officers 


| hould not be kept ſtationary, but 


ought to be diſperſed throughout the 
county as occaſion might require; and 
made uſeful to the deputy-lieutenants, 
adjutants, Ge. c 


Let the different battalions be formed 


into companies as uſual; the non- com- 


miſſioned officers and private men allot- 
ted to them; and the ſame proportion 
of commiſſioned officers to be continued. 


The ſerjeants and drummers to be 
paid at the uſual rate: The corporals 
are to receive yearly two guineas each, 
excluſive of their pay, during the exer- 
ciſing meeting : The private men are 
to be paid at the rate of ſixpence par 
day each man, during the exerciſing 
meeting, and to receive ten ſhillings and 
ſixpence each man, when it breaks up; 


from which, any money that may have 


C been 


; 1 8 
been advanced by the adjutant for ne- 
ceſſaries, Sc. is do be dedutted, ; 
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date 1 WA of 8 ah 
militia every three years, appears to be 
quite unneceſſary: A regular ſoldier re- 
ceives his appointments every twelve- 

| month, which are found to be ſufficient ' 
: for his hard ſervice; there can be no 
14 reaſon then, that a militia- man, after 
V1 three months ule of his clothing*ih a 
1 1 5 country town, ſhould have any claim 

by upon it, 


The ſexjeants and drummers upon the 
eſtabliſhment, who are ſuppoſed to have 
their clothing in conſtant wear, ſhould 
be clothed annually, as uſual ; but the 
following plan 1s recommended for the 
corporals and private men, 


The clothing is only en during 
the exerciſing meeting, as 2 diſtinguiſh- 
ing 


168 0 
ing mark, and to make the men imas 


gine they poſſeſs other qualities in that 
dreſs, than in their own homely garb. 


Clothing for eleven corporals and one 
fifth of the private men to be ſent to the 
county previous to the firſt annual meet- 
ing; (of which I ſhall ſpeak hereafter) 
this clothing to be uſed for the exerciſe, 

when it is to be returned carefully into 
ſtore, and for which the regiment is to- 
be reſponſible: When the militia- man 
delivers up his arms and appointments, 
he is to be anſwerable for any loſs of 
clothing, &c. and to pay for ſuch loſs or 
damage out of the money he is to re- 
ceive at the breaking up of the meeting; 
but as ſome waſte muſt be neceſſarily 
made, an additional ſuit of clothing 1 in 
proportion to every thirty ifien in each: 
battalion, is to be given annually to 
the regiment aſter the firſt meeting; 
aud at the end of every ye years, in 
—_ time 


6 
time of peace, the ſame proportion of 
clothing, as above ſtated, to be again 
Provided. 


The clothing for che corporals and 
private men to conſiſt of | 


1 Jacket, 
1 Waiſtcoat, | 
1 Pair of breeches, 
„ Hat or cap, 
1 Pair of ſhort gayters, 
x Stock, | . 
Corporal's knot. 
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This clothing might be furniſhed for 
one pond aye ſhillings fer man. 


An —_ pattern to be eſtabliſhed fac 
the whole militia, with a difference of. 
facings and buttons. 


48 4 


„ 5 When 


* * * ** 


= WP 
When the lat might be again em- 
bodied, it ſhould. be clothed 1 in n the ſame 
manner as the regulars. 


The annual monthly meeting, as at 
preſent conſtituted, appears to me to be 
a regulation that might be diſpenſed 
with ; for though it may promote the 
popularity or intereſt of individuals in 
the different counties, and the officers 
may make themſelves known to each 
other, yet they are not eſſential objects 
to Government. But this meeting is 
productive of the principal part of the 
expence which the nation incurs on ac- 
count of the militia; if it did not ſubſiſt, 
there would be no occaſion to keep up 
fo many ſerjeants and drummers upon 
the eſtabliſhment ; neither would it be 
neceflary to give the men ſuch expenſive 
_ appointments ; and as I am convinced, 


| that the exerciſe practiſed during the 


month, for want of proper regulations, 
tends 


( 40 ) 


tends very little towards training the 


men for ſervice, there can be no abſo- 
lute occaſion, in my humble opinion, 
for the country to be burthened to amuſe 
or ſerve the political views of a few coun- 
try gentlemen. But let us examine a 
little into what is performed at this ex- 


penſive exerciſing meeting, which ap- 


pears to be the principal object of the 
LerdbHeutenarits, ona wean of nin, on. 


When the regiment is affembled, ad 
has aſſumed its martial appearance, jol- 
lity at the regimental meſs commences 
by the officers, and irregularity by the 
men: Some Commanding officers give 
their attendance, which is a ſacrifice 
to their eaſe, but leave the whole con- 
duct of the regiment to the adjutant, 
who is frequently unequal to the taſk of 


forming and guiding ſuch a body of 
men: Thoſe colonels again, who happen 


to have a military-turn, dreſs the men 
in 


11 


in fancy caps and feathers, and other 
ornaments of parade; I do not mean to 


ſay, that this is improper, on the con- 
trary, it tends to promote cleanlineſs, 
and favor diſcipline; I only with to ſtate 
the advantages that reſult to the nation 
for the expence of this jubilee : When 


the commanding officer is ſatisfied with | 


the dreſs of his troops, he is anxious to 
have the men in battalion, and hurries 
them from their more eſſential drilling 
exerciſe, to burn powder, and perform 


what are generally called manceuvres, 


which are practiſed without method, 
and performed without preciſion; thus 


this whole month is ſpent, in the pur- 
fuit of immaterial objects; whilſt every 


man's mind is bewildered with a com- 
plex jumble of various exerciſes, with- 
out knowing one that is eſſential; at 
the concluſion, the 'officers are melan- 
choly at being obliged to relinquith 58 
convivial ſcenes 3 : and. the militia-m 
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91 
bears the ſeeds of diſſipation along with 
him to his hamlet or village, and ſpreads 
the contagion throughout the whole 


| 3 


Inſtead of this exerciſing meeting, I 


ſhall propoſe another on a ſmaller ſcale. 


On the day of the 


Colonel or ann 0 5 officer is to or- 
der the adjutant to aſſemble the Ser- 
jeants, Corporals and Drummers in the 
county town, or elſewhere, as may be 
found convenient; allowing theſe non- 
commiſſioned officers two days to march 
to the place of rendezvous, and twelve 
days for exerciſe and other ſervices that 
might be required of them preparatory 
to the aſſembling of the militia: At the 
expiration of the fourteen days appro- 
priated to the adjutant and non- com- 
miſſioned officers, one Field officer, one 


CR two Lieutenants, two Enſigns, 
$1 | 3 ol 


( 25 ) 

and one fifth of the private men, that 
is, one diſtrict of the battalion, ſhould 
aſſemble at the place appointed for the 
meeting of the non-commiſſioned offi- 
cers ; allowing for each militia- man two. 
days to march from his place of abode; 
one day to receive his arms and appoints, 
ments ; twenty-nine days to exerciſe ; 
one day to geliver his arms and appoint· 
ments into tore; and two days to return 
Roma z in all * ugh 2 

75 The didids are to be eit pro- 
greſſively, as follows: No. 5, in the 
ſpring of 1786 ; No. 1, in 1787; No. 2. 
in 1788; No. 3, in 1789; No. 4, in 
1790; and No. 5 again in 1791, Ec. 
By purſuing this method, the whole 
Militia would be trained in five years ; 
and then there would be only the new 
men to exetciſe annually. If it be in- 
convenient for a Field officer to attend 
this meeting, two Captains to be preſent; 
and the officers for this ſervice to be no- 
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6260 
minated at the diſcretion of the Colonel; 
The attendance of theſe officers, is only 
to preſerve order and regularity; and if 
there be a ſufficient number. for that 
purpoſe, it is all that f is requiſite. 


* 1 
1 


The officers to be paid as follows: 5 
Officer commanding twelve ſhillings per 
day ; ; Captain, ten ſhillings ; 1 Lieutenant, 
four ſhillings and eight-pence ; Enfign 
three ſhillings and eight · pence. e 


44 el 
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The neceſlary employment and exer- 
ciſe for a militia-man, is to learn to 
clean his arms, and . care 1 his * 


4 


pointments s 
' To Face to the Right and Le, and 
to the Right about; 1 
| To March a meaſured pace, looking 
to the Front, to the Right, and. to 
the en; 
To Form three deep, 1 to Wheel 
to the Right and to the Left; 
To Prime tand Load: mitt un: i 
To Preſent aud Fire. 
— 44 The 
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The men ſhould be out at exerciſe 
twice' a day for the firſt forthight, and 
exerciſed ſeparately ; the laſt fortnight 
bnly once a day (excepting thoſe who 
might be particularly aukward) when 
they ſhould be exerciſed together ; in 
the laſt week, they ſhould fire powder 
every day ; and during the whole meet- 
ing, they ſhould be accuſtomed to the 
ordinary duties of mounting guard; 
ſtanding ſentry; f parades, Sc. This 
exerciſe to be regulated. in ſich a man- 
ner, that the daily employment of the 
officers, rion-commiſſioned officers, and | 
private ſhould be aſcertained, and the 
whole militia trained exactly upon the 
_ ſame prineiple, without the ſmalleſt de- 
viation permitted: If ſuch regulations 
were made, and ſtrictly c com plied: with by 
the adjutants, the militia would be per- 
fectly uni form when united; an õbject 
of infinite importance to whoever might 


have the honor to command them. 
0 1 A looſo 


( 28 ) 


A looſe ſtate of the expence of a battal- 
lion of militia of five hundred and 


ſixty men for one year, Wen to 


the preſent Oſter, 


Adjotant $or ann. 109 10 


Care of arms, Ss. 25 0 


27 Serjeants, at 181. 55. each 492 15 
1 Serjeant major in addition 6 10 
17 Drummers, at gl. 28. 6d. 


„ Roa: 2 
1 Drum major „ 
Battallion clerk | i 0 


Officers for the 3 beod. 
IJ. s. d. 
9 Captains 94 10 0 
10 Lieutenants 49 
9 Enfigns . 37 16 8 
—— i 6 


560 Men 


8 


\_ 
I. s. <& 


560 Men for 28 days 20 0 
Corporals in addition Se, 18 18 0 
Clothing 27 Kegrats * „ti „ l 


Jl. 108. each _. 7; Nh © 
Ditto 18 Drummers at 


21. each 5 30 o © 
Serjeant major ; and drum Atti 
major in addition 3 25 * 9, 0- 


Clothing 560 private at, e112 K! 
11. 108. per man, far I NE. 
3 years 840. ne 

; 7 oo Plans a3 8 * 0 0 


| Total. Sor am. 2253 16 5 
Which in the fame __ 
proportion for 30740 

militia, amounts an- | 
nually to - 123,673 12 34 


This ſum is infinitely ſhort of the eſti- 
mate made by government, and of 

courle of the expence. > 
A looſe 


( * ) 


A looſe tate of the expence of a battal- 1 FS0Tn 
lion of militia of five hundred and 8 
ſixty men for one year, N to | 
the preſent Hiterd. | by 
Adjutant fer am. '- 109 10 © 
Care of arms, &c. < 25 0 0 
27 Serjeants, at 181, 58. each 492 15 © 
1 Serjeant major in addition 610 0 
17 Drummers, at 91. 28. 6d. 
each . 2 6 
1 Drum major 18 8 0 
Battallion clerk ' - 50 © 0 
Officers for the 1 period. | 
9 Captains 94 10 o 
10 Lieutenants 49 © 0 | 
9 Enfigns 37 16 %ũ | F 
II . 181 0 9. | 


e 560 Men | 


1 9 


560 Men for 28 arb. „ 0 
Corporals in addition 8 18 18 0 
Clothing 27 ee 1 „sti „ 

31. 10s. each wa; . 101 0 
Ditto 18 Drummers at 


al. each ; $00 
Serjeant major and drum 


major in addition 90 55 ®, go. 


Clothing 360 private at. 1 
11. 10s. per man, far eee 
3 years 840l. ne. 1 


Total or am. «2353 16 9 


— 


Which in he fame _ 
proportion for 30740 
militia, amounts an- | | 
nually SIT. 123,673 12 31 


This ſum is infinitely ſhort of the eſti- 


mate made by government, and of 


courle of the pens 
A looſe 
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A lol FEY of the expelite of a battal- 
üg bf milikia of five hundred akd 


ſixty men, for one yeat, accordiig ts 
© the propoſed Plan. . 


rt i * 
2 4 * ry * « * 9 \ . 4 i # 


oc & 8 WAFS 4 
Adjutant, per ann. 209 1 10 6 
__ © Care of arms, 8 5 % „n. 
II Serjeants, at 18]. 58. each 200 1 15 8 
5 Drummers, at gl 28. 6d. 1 


- 


each * e e 6 
fr. Corporals, at 2l. 28. * 23 1 0: 
Battallion'clerk 50 o o 
m_—_ 11 ſerjeants at zl. 
188. each. . 38 10 0 
— 5 drummers at 21. e eee 
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Officers for che ertſün g ehtoa 181 


1. 38 Fe 11012 


1 Officer com- 114 bit $62 4, 


e „ns eve Fr 
per day 21 _— dis 
Captain at 10s. B 3241775 
ditto "oy ay 17 10 (=) +27 is 

2 Lieutenants at 


4s. 8d. ditto . DEE 
2 Enſigns 1. 


1 


* „5 
67 13 4 


98 * Nuran 


11 Cond for 49 days at 


18. each per dax 26 19 © 


100 - Private at 
6d. per day 
early or 35 + „„ 
days „„ SS * © 

y 9 5 


3 * 
+” Tous 
NY — R fo + 
905} S103 ni Hod 


DAT . 0L7.Cnt 
Ditto at 10s. Sd 
. 1 IN 
6d. each 3 1 5 © ; 
3.22 ea 0 
. : 2 
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clothing at 11. 


AN 58. pen ſuit 451 A Se 9 0 3 
18 Suits annu- 327189 orm. 
ally for 4 ears — {80 uh 
72 ſuits at 20 au: 
II. 58. - © HC! & © Ob 
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* "Tons yr e 799 6 10 


1 U 1 | \. TOT 2. 
„ n d yah 55 21 
2 17114 CST 
9 4 IS a3 58 
Which in the ſame © 


proportion „„ 


13 Sn. 
30, 740 militia 5 
amounts annual- | 18 

4 \ 2 2 
6 3 „ 43-859 F; 1171 


* 


4 


Annual 


5 


| Annuak expence to emit 


, cording: to the Why: 8 e 
preſent A 
the above calcu- "ny 


lation 428 125675 12 34 
Annual expence acc 

cdording to the 5 4-612. 7M 
vi ee . 5 59 7 118 


Anil 2 g to 
7 NCT 12 * 


_—— A a 2 


"_ * * . 


79-814. 4 Os D 


52 94 bd DW 


z' $ 
4.4 4 


„„ 


If this hs} were. 1 a 7 08 bs 
this looſe eſtimate, of near eighty thou- 
ſand pounds a year would be made to the 
nation; the militia would be gradually 
prepared for ſervice, by having more 
than fix. thouſand men in conſtant an- 
nual training upon fixed principles; and 
it would be equally ready to be embodi- 
ed as * the preſent regulations. 
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In time of war, the militia might he 
embodied according to the rules already 
made, or to be d by the "OJec 
Committee. 45 5 | 


+ 
— 


The campaign ſeldom continues long- 
er than the 2oth of November, when 
the different bodies of militia, whoſe 
time is-expired, ſhould march to their 
ſeveral” diſtricts and be diſembodied; 
thoſe diſtticts, though balloted, ſhould 
-not be again embodied till the iſt of 
April, when they might j join their regi- 
ments and prepare for the enſuing cam- 
paign 3 during this period of four 
months, from December 1ſt, to April 
ift, the whole pay of the diſembodied 
men ſhould be ſtopped by government; 5 

Thus upwards of fix thouſand men 
would be at their liberty every 
Hear; and though | ſome. Colonels might 
be anxidus to retain their ſubſtitutes, 


the expence of four months ſubſiſtence 
added 


4 330 
added to the uſual bounty- money, would 
deter many of them from it; I ſhould. 
therefore think, that a part of thoſe 
ſubſtitutes, having acquired the habits 
of ſoldiers, and being deprived of their 
daily ſubſiſtence, would be naturally in- 
clined to enliſt ende the army. 


When the campaign is at an ns every 

battalion of militia ſhould permit forty 
men out of every fifty to go home for, 
four months at their own requeſt, under 


the conſideration that their pay be ſtop- | 


ped by government from December iſt, 
to April iſt: This indulgence might 
not meet with the approbation of thoſe 
gentlemen, Who think it neceſſary to 
keep their battalions together during 
the winter, under the idea of improving 
the diſcipline of the corpsy but Þ am of 
opinion, that if the ſprings of diſcipline 
be lowered a little, when the campaign 
"oy unleſs there might be an neger 
„ 


4369 
in 4 country, that the ſoldier, on his 
return to his regiment, would enter 
upon his military profeſſion with more 8 
ardour and greater ſatis faction both to 
himſelf and his officers, than if he had 
been confined to the daily routine of 
ſervice in a dull country town. 


There may be a noceſlity to keep one 
or more battallions entire, for ſome par- 
ticular emergency or ſituation, en 
which - PR ſhould on ON: 10501 

When the regiments 3 out; of | 
eit counties, they ſhould not be re- 
moved to the moſt diſtant parts of the 
kingdom from their own abode ; Nel» 
ther does it anſwer any effential purpoſe 
to be. perpetually marching the regi- 
ments from Cornwall to Northumber- 
land, or from Carliſle to Plymouth; it 
creates a very conſiderable annual con- 
tingent expence, and fatigues .the, fer. 


, | vice 


4-4 ry _— 


131 
vice unneceſſarily; but this is rather a 
matter for ſubſequent regulation. 20 
Dl . NIN 

If the aſſociation of the Goal corps 
of millitia ſhould be found impracticable, 
they might be made uſeful in propor- 
tion to their numbers; - but there cannot 
be any neceſſity for them to have colours, 
_ a ſtaff, Sc. Ec. ſimilar to the larger bat- 


tallions. : 3 1 5 3 — — | . . 


* £ « * : 7 : 
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The diviſion | into 8. diſtricts, 
and the time of ſervice for the men, to 
ſubſiſt equally throughout the whole 
militia; but as the numbers in this divi- 
ſion would be too ſmall for exerciſe in 
thoſe corps that are under four hundred 
men, the following mode for training 
them eight be inſtituted. i 


The Carotietand of 320 men. 
2320 <C::: 
n Glamorgan 360 
94 ne 6 ILY © Years 


I 786 


1788 


1789 
1790 


N — — 
LIT ee ———— 9 —— 


1787 


(38) 


_ Years Diſtriets of each 
of corps to be 
exerciſe. exerciſed. 
1786 No. 4 and 3 
1787 No exerciſe 
1788 No. 1 and 2 
1789 No exerciſe 
4 Tm | No. and 4 
The Monmouth of 240 men 
Weſtmoreland 240 
Denbigh 280 
| Montgomery 240 
Carmaerthen 200 
Vears Diſtri&s of each 
1 corps to be 
exerciſe. exerciſed. 


No exerciſe 

No. 4 and 5 

No exerciſe 

No. 1, 2, 3 

No exerciſe 
The 


( 39 ) 
2 he Rutland of 120 men. 
:-. Angleſea 80 
5 bh 


Pembroke 160 ; 
Years © Diſtricts of each 
erereiſ. , excrciſed.. 
350d: 7. No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
„1782, No exerciſe 
1 Ditto 
17 Ditto 
1790 | Ditto ; 
The — of 120 men 
Carnarvon 80 
„ Für „„ 15 
Monmouth e M 
Radnor ther : 14 


6 


Years +790 Ci Diſtricts of each 
of Og |; 2 to be 
exerciſe. CCL exerciſed. 
1786 er e exerciſe 
D No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
. No exerciſe 
1 5 3 : itt . 
789 XK I Di 9 1 
x 47 90 2 Ditto. 


C s | p k ©» 
6 4 b 


There muſt: Þe alſo Cams little "FM 
tions from the general principle before 
eſtabliſhed, relative to clothing non- 
commiſſioned officers, Sc. but ſuch 
trifles might be adjuſted without, much 


W 6M 3 9 1874855 


* 


It appears to me that this plan is of 
great public utility, and 1 cannot per- 
ceive any ſolid objectious againſt the 
general principles of it; it is framed in 
cecouomy, becauſe the nation cannot 


afford to give ſo large a ſum as formerly 
towards 


C47 ) 

towards the ſupport of militia ; but that 
I ſhould think would be rather a merit 
than a defect; a ſaving of ſuch a conſi- 
derable ſum of money to the' ſtate, as I 
have pointed out, 1s certainly a concern 
of the utmoſt importance in this mo- 
ment of general diſtreſs ; ang as ſoon as 
I became acquainted with the reſolutions 
of the Lords Lieutenants, Colonels of 

Militia, Sc. &c. without the leaſt diſpo- 
ſition to wantonly change or innovate - 
an eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, I thought I was 
not juſtified in with-holding my ſenti- 
ments from the public, which I truſt 
will be a ſufficient apology for troubling 
them with this haſty publication. 
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